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About World Expositions

• World Expos, often referred to as 'cultural Olympics', occur every five 
years and last approximately six months.

• Global nations gather to share current and future solutions to address the 
'universal challenges of our time'.

• The selected host country provides the site, infrastructure, and logistics 
while the participating countries build or rent pavilions that they must 
deconstruct at the end of the Expo.

• HOK's 2020 Dubai World Expo attracted ~25M visitors with peak days of 
200,000 to 300,000 visitors.

• Dubai Expo was ~850ac; Riyadh is projected to be ~1,000ac.
• The intent is that an Expo leaves behind generational infrastructure for 

host cities and communities to use for their betterment.



San Francisco World Expo 2035 Opportunities

• Combination of large, assembled 
properties at Hunters Point & 
Candlestick linked to a waterfront 
'necklace' of Expo venues.

• Showcase SF's unmatched waterfront 
destinations, landmarks and vistas.

• Bring critical infrastructure, ground 
improvements and community benefits 
to SE Neighborhoods.

• From 1915 to 2035 - a new southern 
gateway to San Francisco!











The Challenge

1. Propose permanent site 
infrastructure and associated 
funding to support the Expo and 
future neighborhood

2. Concept layout of 13 temporary 
pavilions

3. Propose vision and location for a 
"centerpiece" anchor pavilion to 
be permanent

4. Explore post-Expo programming



Secondary Objectives

1. Open space programming, 
climate resiliency

2. “String of Pearls” connectivity

3. Interplay with existing historic 
and art features on site

4. Evening activation
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Key Assumptions

1. No changes to the  Hunters Point 
Shipyard land use plan

2. Candlestick Point site includes only 
park/open space area for expo 
programming

3. Private ownership of any parcels within 
this area remain in private control

4. State park land remains under control 
of the state

5.  Assume no structures within the 
designated open space areas 
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Thank you
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